strategic places on the landscape, storing items for later retrieval. In that way, caches aff ord people an insurance strategy for venturing into areas with poor or unknown resources, such as the stone necessary to make tools. In this chapter, Kilby describes blades-a type of cutting tool-found within Great Plains Clovis caches. He argues that stone tool caching is common in lithic-poor regions such as the Plains, and that blade caches in particular are nearly exclusively found in the Southern Plains.
Leland Bement and Brian Carter examine Clovis hunting in the Southern Plains, primarily viewed from their excavation of the Jake Bluff site in northwestern Oklahoma. Th e site represents a bison kill, where animals were trapped in the narrow confi nes of arroyo walls. Th eir excavations revealed a cow-calf herd of at least 22 bison, four Clovis points, and a variety of other stone tools that document the kill and subsequent butchery of the animals. Th e authors demonstrate variation in the Clovis diet, as Jake Bluff is a departure from the more common Clovis mammoth kill.
Th omas Jennings explores Clovis settlement and mobility patterns within the Great Plains, specifi cally comparing them to subsequent Folsom bison hunters of the same region. He is interested in understanding if there are diff erences in how Clovis groups utilized the environment and geography of the Southern versus Northern Plains. Jennings examines variables such as site size, fauna hunted, the seasonal timing of the hunts, and types of stone tool technology. He concludes that Clovis peoples more intensively utilized the Southern Plains as compared to the Northern Plains, which Jennings attributes to diff erences in resource abundance.
Clovis remains an elusive subject. Once thought to be a continent-wide phenomenon, Clovis is now known to demonstrate considerable variation within smaller regions such as the Great Plains. Whether a people or an idea, this volume provides an important update to our understanding of the Clovis complex, which is continually changing with new archaeological discoveries, excavation, and analysis. Th e book certainly appeals to those readers interested in early Native American cultural history, archaeological method and theory, stone tool technology, and the earliest peoples of the North American continent.
Jason M. LaBelle Department of Anthropology
Colorado State University in a much higher rate of direct participation in government. Th e modest, frank, wholly understated functionality of courthouses in these rural settings-oft en paid for, as Rusch notes in numerous places, entirely out of carefully stewarded county building funds, with no resulting debt-might be most appropriately understood from this perspective rather than from an aesthetic one. Government must be more than just a visually inspiring, symbolic idea in such South Dakota locales as Jones and Harding counties-it has to be enacted by a healthy percentage of its inhabitants, everyday.
Richard B. Wright Department of Fine and Performing Arts
Texas A&M International University Over 80 years have passed since archaeologists first documented spear points in association with mammoth bones at Blackwater Draw near Clovis, New Mexico. Th ese chipped stone points contain a distinct groove known as a fl ute which was fashioned down the middle of the tool. Th ey were subsequently named "Clovis" points aft er the nearby town. For decades archaeologists have argued whether these tools represented a distinct indigenous Clovis people or instead whether the Clovis design was simply a great idea-a blueprint for making a highly effi cient tool whose virtue quickly spread across the continent in waves of popularity nearly 13,000 years ago. In Clovis: On the Edge of a New Understanding, editors Smallwood and Jennings present sixteen chapters, as well as an introduction and conclusion, related to this Clovis phenomenon. Th e book is divided into three sections: Clovis chronology, the technology of Clovis projectile points, bifaces, and blades, and subsistence and settlement adaptations. Th e geographic scope of the volume is impressive with papers covering nearly all of the conterminous United States, in addition to parts of Canada (Ontario) and Mexico (Sonora). Th ree chapters specifi cally relate to the Great Plains and are discussed here in more detail.
David Kilby discusses caching strategies of Clovis groups. Mobile hunter-gatherers oft en leave caches at
